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PILA NATURE RESERVE 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.14 am]: Yesterday I was honoured to attend 
the Pila Nature Reserve consent determination, which recognises the exclusive native title rights and interests 
of the traditional owners of the Pila Nature Reserve. The Federal Court sat on the country of the Yarnangu people 
at Mina Mina, some 170 kilometres north of Warburton, in the Gibson Desert, amongst the spinifex grasses, red 
sandhills and plains. I was proud to represent the Western Australian government on such a significant occasion, the 
first of its kind in Australia. The Federal Court has recognised the connection that the Yarnangu people have had to this 
country since time immemorial. This is a momentous achievement for the Yarnangu people, the Pila Nature Reserve 
traditional owners, who have fought tirelessly for this for decades. Their tenacity overcame being moved off their 
country so nuclear testing could take place, learning that the Gibson Desert Nature Reserve had been created, without 
consultation and extinguishing native title. The long journey to yesterday formally advanced in 2005 when native 
title was recognised in the area around the nature reserve, but not over the reserve remaining. Former Deputy Premier 
Hon Eric Ripper was the minister responsible for native title back then, and he was also present yesterday. 
I also wish to acknowledge my colleagues and good friends, former Minister Ben Wyatt and Minister Hon Stephen 
Dawson, who went to Mina Mina in 2020 to sign the Gibson Desert Nature Reserve Compensation and Lurrtjurrlulu 
Palakitjalu Settlement Agreement with the traditional owners. The commitment to recognise native title was included 
in that agreement. The agreement also commits the Warnpurru Aboriginal Corporation and the WA government 
to work together and develop a sustainable and mutually beneficial relationship based on the principles of respect, 
fairness and trust. The agreement provides for the Pila Nature Reserve to be jointly vested and managed by the 
traditional owners and the WA government. It establishes opportunities for Aboriginal people to work on country 
as rangers, providing meaningful work and training opportunities for traditional owners and young people to be 
on country, caring for country and sharing traditional knowledge of the land. 
I know that many members have a strong affinity for the Aboriginal People’s Room here in Parliament House. 
They will be delighted to know that the blown-glass panels come from the Pila Nature Reserve traditional owners 
and their lands. I am sure members will join me in extending sincere congratulations to the Pila Nature Reserve 
traditional owners and their future generations. 
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